
130 Unit 2: The Developing Learner

MODULE 7
LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
Understanding Language Acquisition

•	 Biological Basis of Language

•	 Imitation and Reinforcement

•	 Social Interactions

➊	 Explain the factors that contribute to language development.

Development of Language Skills

•	 Language Acquisition Through Early 

Childhood

•	 Language Acquisition Through Adolescence

•	 Bilingual Language Acquisition

•	 Individual Differences in Language 

Acquisition

➋	 Describe changes in semantics, syntax, pragmatics, and 

metalinguistic awareness from birth through adolescence.

➌	 Explain the advantages and disadvantages of the methods of 

teaching English language learners.

➍	 Describe the language differences that emerge from early childhood 

through the early school-age years.

Applications: Encouraging Language 

Development in the Classroom

➎	 Describe ways teachers can support language development in  

the classroom.

UNDERSTANDING LANGUAGE  
ACQUISITION

➊	 Explain the factors that contribute to language development.

Language development forms the basis of much school learning from early childhood through 
secondary education. Language skills allow children to form concepts, engage in pretend play, 
and interact socially—all of which advance children’s cognitive development. In elementary 
through secondary school, oral language skills enable students to learn from lessons and lectures, 
to demonstrate knowledge by answering questions, and to participate in discussions and group 
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